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Definition and Rationale: 

‘Assessment’ refers the gathering and interpretation of information related to student learning. 

It takes the form of Assessment of Learning which is summative in nature and provides a 

‘snapshot’ of student attainment and progress at a given time; and Assessment for Learning 

which is formative in nature, and intended to inform teaching and learning, to impact positively 

on student engagement and to guide student progress. 

 

Aims of our Assessment Procedures: 

 To ensure that students are aware of the Learning Intentions set out by teachers, and 

are able to participate in dialogue and reflection aimed at monitoring their progress in 

relation to these intentions 

 To ensure that students are engaged and motivated to achieve their full potential at 

every level 

 To identify the next steps in progressing the students’ learning; to adapt or modify 

teaching strategies and or learning activities as appropriate 

 To establish baseline data in relation to a student’s attainment in certain subjects 

 To ascertain appropriate levels for students for State Examinations in Junior Cycle and 

at Senior Cycle  

 To assist in the identification of students who may need to be referred to an outside 

professional (NEPS psychologist) or agency for assessment or direct intervention 

 To provide parents with information regarding student progress, to involve them 

directly in their child’s learning and enable them to understand and encourage their 

child’s progress 

Legislation: 

The Education Act (1998) requires schools to regularly evaluate students and periodically 

report the results of the evaluation to students and their parents. In fulfilling this requirement, 

schools develop assessment procedures, which provide an accurate account of a student’s 

progress and achievement. Further to this the DES Inspectorate issued a series of guidelines to 

schools regarding School Self Evaluation and Improvement Planning, the most recent guidelines 

being produced in 2016 (Looking at your Schools 2016-2020). 
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Homework: 

Subject teachers set regular homework, the purpose of which is to reinforce the learning done in 

class. The amount of homework given and the form it takes varies according to the demands of 

the subject and the year group. As with classwork, homework is differentiated to meet the needs 

of individual pupils where necessary. Feedback can be provided verbally or in writing, using 

either comments or grades, or a combination of both as appropriate. The purpose of such 

feedback is to help ensure that students realise where their strengths lie and where and how 

improvements can be made. (See separate Homework Policy) 

 

Parent Teacher Meetings: Parent teacher meetings are held for each year group during the 

course of the academic year. From 2016 students will be invited to accompany parents to the 

meeting. This format is seen as providing a time and space for specific discussion around the 

progress of the individual student allowing them to take greater responsibility for their 

learning. 

 

Summative Assessment 

 Formal exams take place in the school in early December and in late May, and are 

coordinated by an Assistant Principal. The exams are timetabled over a period of 

approximately one week, during which time usual lessons are suspended. 

 These exams can be written, oral, aural, and practical, according to the requirements of 

each subject area and are broadly in keeping with the format of State Exam paper 

 The Christmas tests currently coincide with the Transition Year’s Work Experience 

therefore TY exams occur in late May.  

 Leaving Certificate Applied Students are assessed on a continuous basis. Teachers award 

marks for completion of Key Assignments and attendance over a 2 year period.  

 External examiners award marks for seven Tasks completed over the two years. Such 

exams are set and corrected externally. 

 Pre examinations are completed in early February of both Leaving Certificate Applied 

students 

 Junior and Leaving Certificate students sit 'Pre' exams in February of their exam year.     

Such exams are set and corrected externally. 
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Formative Assessment: This involves a range of strategies designed to provide students, 

teachers and parents with information regarding students’ understanding and progress. Its 

purpose is to use the process of assessment to help learners improve their learning. Its intention 

is to form, shape or guide the next steps in learning. It is about ‘learning to learn.’ 

 

As part of the school process of our DEIS Plan (Delivering Equality of 

Opportunity in Schools) this is a process of School Self Evaluation and School Improvement 

Planning. Causeway Comprehensive School focused on a number of aspects that relate to 

Assessment such as improving student outcomes by focusing on attendance, Retention and 

Examination attainment as well as Literacy and Numeracy. In 2016 our DEIS Plan was devised 

for 2016-2019. Targets and strategies were set that relate to Assessment and a review was 

completed in 2018 to determine if targets were achieved. These targets in our DEIS plan are in 

the areas that effect Assessment have been reviewed and will become part of our new DEIS plan 

2020- 2023. Further details can be found in our DEIS Plan 

 

Assessment for Learning. 

Teachers regularly adopt a wide range of strategies aimed encouraging students to become 

more active and reflective learners, including group and pair work, and practices involving peer 

and self-evaluation. Such strategies can be differentiated to meet the needs and abilities of the 

individual, particularly as the majority of classes have a mixed ability setting. Teachers have 

undertaken CPD in the specific areas such as in the methodologies of Barrie Bennett as well as 

staff CPD on various Instructional Leadership strategies. 

 

Assessment: Reporting and Evaluation 

 The results of state exams in each subject, and their comparisons to national trends in 

achievement are collated each year. Subject departments and individual teachers reflect on 

these statistics and use the information to guide future planning 

 The results of term tests in November and May are used by teachers to inform their teaching 

and as indicators of ability and levels in state exams 

 Formal reports are issued to Parents/Guardians in December, and June, and following 

receipt of Pre Examination results for Third and Sixth Year students. 

 These reports take the form of an agreed and regularly revised template, allowing teachers 

to indicate grades and to comment also in line with the new Junior Cycle Reporting 

Templates on student performance as appropriate 

 All reports are reviewed by the Year Head and signed off by the Principal 
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 The information in the reports forms the basis for discussion between teachers, students 

and parents about progress in general and specifically around levels for state exams 

 Throughout the year teachers may at their discretion, choose to contact parents and 

guardians regarding assessment and student progress either through the student journal or 

by phone, following discussion with the relevant Year Head. 

 As part of the requirements of the Junior Cycle, students may produce work themselves and 

store it online or may have work recorded and stored by their teachers. This occurs as part 

of Classroom Base Assessment (CBA) 1 and/or CBA 2. Board of Management School 

Management and teaching staff all have a role to play in the safe recording and storage of 

student work. Such work will be treated in accordance with the school’s Acceptable Usage 

Policy.  

 Causeway CS will retain records and pieces of work, as appropriate, for the purposes of 

Subject Learning and Assessment Review (SLAR). These will stored on the school network 

account and will be kept for at least 24 months.  

 The results of the CBA’s, following a SLAR meeting, will be reported to parents and students 

in line with Causeway CS reporting procedures and through the Junior Cycle Profile of 

Achievement (JCPA). 

Psychometric Tests: 

The Assessments listed below should be used along with other forms of assessment, for the 

purpose of informing actions that best address students’ learning needs. The results of any one 

test should not be considered in isolation and tests results should always be considered 

alongside other information: parental information, information from the primary school, 

information from teachers and other assessments. 

 

The Drumcondra Reasoning Test 

The Drumcondra Reasoning Test (DRT) is designed to measure the general reasoning ability of 

students during the transition from primary to post‐primary school and during the early years 

of post‐primary school. It is not directly linked to the curriculum; rather, it assesses general 

verbal and numeric ability. 

Verbal Reasoning assesses the ability of students to understand, think and reason in and with 

words. It examines skills such as abstracting, generalising, and thinking constructively.  
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There are four categories of questions: 

 ‐ Synonyms ("Which word is nearest in meaning to ...?") 

 ‐ Classifications ("Which word is the odd one out?") 

 ‐ Analogies ("NIGHT is to day as cold is to HOT") 

 ‐ Antonyms ("Which word is opposite in meaning to...?") 

  

Numeric Ability assesses students' ability to reason with numbers and to manipulate numerical 

relationships. Most questions contain only numbers, or very little text, and almost all questions 

can be fully understood without reading any accompanying text.  

As such, the effects of reading ability (or limited English) on test performance are minimal. 

There are four categories of questions: 

 

 ‐ Operations with Numbers [e.g., "15% of 20 = ?" or "62,000 ÷ 5 = ?"] 

 ‐ Relations among Numbers [e.g., "3 x (? ‐ 5) = 15"] 

 ‐ Sequential Ordering [e.g., 2 4 8 16 ? ] 

 ‐ Numerical Abstractions [e.g., 3A x 7 = 210] 

 

This test is administered in March/April before entering Secondary School. 

The results of these tests are used to: 

1. 1 Facilitate the school’s mixed ability model of teaching and learning. 

2. Identify students who may need extra supports or students who need to be challenged 

academically. 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) 

 

CAT4 assesses the ability to reason with and manipulate different types of material which 

include: 

Reasoning with words, with numbers, with shapes and mentally manipulating precise shapes. 

Information about a student’s reasoning ability will be key to many decisions and should be 

considered alongside attainment data and other factors known to impact on learning such as 

attendance and attitude. 

 First year students take the CAT4 Level A in October of first year. This test is taken on-

line, and the results are immediately available and are used to support the aims and 

objectives of the DRT. 

 Some third year students take the CAT4 Level F in March/April of third year. This test is 

taken on-line, and the results are immediately available. 
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 The results of the CAT4 tests are posted to VSware where teachers have access to them. 

Parents/Guardians are informed of the tests and the results are also available to 

parents/guardians on request. 

 Fifth year students take the CAT4 Level G in March/April of fifth year. This test is a 

paper version and the results are used to inform ability relative to the general ability of 

Irish students of a similar age. The results for the CAT4 Level G are sent home to 

parents/guardians and the results are explained to them. 

In addition,the  guidance counsellor uses the outcomes of tests to guide and to support students’ 

decision-making regarding subject choice and senior cycle programme options and to support 

their career development, including planning for higher education and/or further education and 

training. 

 

Other tests, which are administered at various times throughout the year include: 

 

 GRT 2 Reading test:  

This is a reading comprehension test and is used to test reading comprehension of 

students who are under 14 years of age. The results show how students are performing 

relative to students nationally of a similar age. 

 WRAT 4 Reading and Spelling test:  

This is a wide-ranging achievement test and measures the basic skills effective for 

learning communication and thinking. It also checks word reading and spelling as well 

as basic mathematical calculations. It can be used for students between the ages of 

twelve and eighteen. 

 The Maths Malt test:  

The malt test measures mathematical skills and shows areas of strength and weakness 

in the student population. The results can be used effectively by teachers to target 

identified areas of weakness on an individual or on a whole class basis. 

 

 The Handwriting Speed test:  

This test is used to identify students who may have handwriting difficulties. I clinical 

settings it is used to assess a student’s speed of writing as part of an overall handwriting 

assessment. 
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Structures for resource provision for incoming students are determined by various test such as 

DRT, CAT 4 or the tests stated above as well as other information received. 

 Based on the results of initial testing of the Drumcondra Reasoning Test (DRT) and 

CAT4 testing , students who require learning support and resource are identified and 

letters are sent to parents/guardians stating the extra resources available for those 

students 

 A programme is devised by the learning support/resource teacher depending on 

timetable and availability of learning support staff 

 Student Support Files are drawn up by the Learning Support Team in conjunction with 

parents and school management. Details of the needs of individual students are 

described on the staff VS Ware facility, so that teachers can access this information and 

plan accordingly. 

 Student progress is monitored in first year through the delivery of common tests in 

English and Maths. This facilitates early intervention with students whose performance 

and potential are inconsistent, and allows procedures to be put in place to rectify this 

where possible. Where this occurs students, parents and management work together to 

put plans in place to help students achieve their potential. 

 Where an individual subject teacher has a concern about the performance of a student, 

procedures are in place to refer them to the SEN department where their needs can be 

determined. 

 

 

This policy has been drafted with the assistance of the Guidance Department, Special 

Needs Department as well as School Management. 

 

 

This policy was adopted/amended by the Board of Management on: 

Date: Feb 25th 2019 

 


